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SNAKE ALERT 
Children and staff at Ningkuwum-Ngamayuwu got a scare on 
Tuesday 7

th
 January when the children at After School Care came 

upon a juvenile king brown in the garden. 
 

 

 
ACTIVITIES IN LILWUNS PLAYGROUP 
In Lilwuns Playgroup we do interesting, fun and beneficial activities 
with our children.  
 
On Tuesday 7

th
 January, the children at Lilwuns Playgroup did an 

activity on healthy teeth.  While undertaking the activity, the 
children learned about how they can keep their teeth healthy by 
eating healthy food and brushing their teeth regularly. On 
completion the children and staff sang a song about healthy teeth. 
 
All activities are displayed in the playgroup – on the walls or 
hanging from the ceiling.  We invite the community to drop in to 
the Centre and meet the staff and enjoy the displays. 
 

 
Craig Walker, the designated Shire snake handler, came to 
Ningkuwum-Ngamayuwu not long after we rang him and skilfully 
removed the snake and placed it in a plastic water bottle. 
 
After placing the snake in the bottle Craig visited the children at 
Lilwuns Playgroup and gave some helpful advice.  He told the 
children to be aware while playing in the garden as it is snake 
season.  Snakes are on the move looking for food such as mice and 
frogs.  Craig told the children that if they come upon a snake, they 
must not try to harm it but instead tell a Ningkuwum-Ngamayuwu 
staff member who will alert Craig. 
 
Craig advised he will take the snake out bush and release it as soon 
as he leaves Ningkuwum-Ngamayuwu. 
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SEXUAL HEALTH WORKSHOP  
On Monday 19

th
 January Ningkuwum-Ngamayuwu and 

Community Health hosted its first sexual health workshop for 
2015.  We had around 10 women attend which was fantastic. 
Elise gave everyone an update on last year’s workshop and 
advised that a female obstetrician will be holding a women’s 
health clinic at community health once a month. All women in 
Halls Creek are urged to attend the clinic. 

 

WARNAYARRA…THE RAINBOW SNAKE  
At Lilwuns on Friday 9

th
 January, Tara began the activity with the 

true story of Warnayarr…the rainbow snake who frightened the 
people and how the old people knew how to stop it. The children 
at Lilwuns Playgroup all had beautiful listening ears on while Tara 
read. 
 
After story time the children gathered around to colour in the 
letter S which was related to the shape, sound, story of the snake 
and also sat together and created the most beautiful Rainbow 
Snake. 
 
It was fantastic that a dad was able to come and sit in on the day 
with his daughters.  We encourage more dads to visit the centre 
and participate in activities with their children. 

 

 
MEN’S CIRCLE  
The men’s circle reconvened on a high note on Wednesday 14

th
 

January 2015 at Ningkuwum-Ngamayuwu with 15 men attending 
on the day.  Some exciting men’s projects are planned for the men 
in Halls Creek.   For more information contact Doug Dolby at Yura 
Yungi on 9168 6266. 
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Story time 
 

 
Colouring in 

 
 

CULTURAL ADVISORY GROUP 
At the first community gathering in June 2014, members 
suggested a cultural advisory group be formed to provide 
guidance and advice to staff at Ningkuwum-Ngamayuwu on 
cultural and community maters. 
 
The Cultural Advisory Group meet the day before the monthly 
community gathering to discuss issues that may arise at the 
gathering, to discuss community concerns and to make 
suggestions on the best way forward. 
 
At our meeting on Tuesday 20

th
 January 2015, the group 

suggested a few local service providers be personally invited to 
the gathering tomorrow to update the gathering and to provide 
an opportunity to community members to ask questions if they 
need to. 
 

 

A DAY AT LILWUNS PLAYGROUP 
We mix it up for our lilwuns at the playgroup. 
 
Mornings may start with a story to settle the children down and to 
expand on their imagination and vocabulary.  This may follow with 
colouring in or activities utilising blocks on the mat to build their 
awareness of colours and shapes and to develop their cognitive 
skills. 
 
On Wednesday 21

st
 January while the community gathering was in 

full swing outside, staff from Lilwuns Playgroup sat with the 
children inside and did shapes - cones and circles.  After the 
activity the children enjoyed an ice cream on a cone to further 
demonstrate how shapes are a part of their every day lives. 
 
It is always pleasing to see mums and grandmothers at the centre 
learning with the children.  Staff at Ningkuwum-Ngamayuwu invite 
more families to the centre to join in with these activities. 
 

 Cones/Circles activity 

 

 
L to R:  Florence, Regina, Rosemay, Millie and Carolyn (absent is 
Angeline who had to leave before the photo and Flora in Knx) 

 



 
 

 

4 | P a g e  
 
 

 

 
 
Discussion continued: 
 Michelle (Social Emotional Wellbeing Program) 

- Funding for this program was a result of the Bringing Them 
Home Report. 

- The program is located in Yura Yungi. 
- It’s focus is to work with the Stolen Generation members 

and families in Halls Creek. 
- The program assists the Stolden Generation members and 

their families to return to country and other projects or 
events requested by the Stolen Generation. 

 Caasi (Jungarni Jutiya – School Attendance Program) 
-  A bus service to Nicholson Block, Red Hill and one to the 

Bedford block to cover areas that did not have pick-ups for 
Halls Creek District High School at the time. 

- Jungarni does a run around town after the priority run has 
happened. 

-  The program works with families on issues they may be 
having that is preventing their children from attending 
school. 

-  There is a reward for kids who improve on their school 
attendance such as trophies and pool passes. 

-  No rewards for families. 
-  Will provide data next meeting. 

 Chris advised the Wunan Annual Report is available to the 
general public.  (Copies can be obtained from Maria at 
Ningkuwum-Ngamayuwu, Chris at Driver Education or 
Dianne at Living Change.) 

 Rosemary (Yura Yungi/Healing Taskforce) suggested toilets 
be clearly marked as male and female to avoid the genders 
using the same toilet. 

 
After the meeting, Maria invited everyone to join Ningkuwum-
Ngamayuwu staff in lunch of curry chicken, rib bones stew, 
sausages, salad and rice. 
 
Look out for the flyer advertising the next community gathering 
in February.  Hope to see you all then. 
 

 

COMMUNITY GATHERING 
We had a good turn out (18) at our first 2015 Community 
Gathering at Ningkuwum-Ngamayuwu on Wednesday 21

st
 January.   

 
Present:  Angeline Bedford, Grant Astles, Robyn Long, Di Tucker, 
Dianne Mahoney, David Cox, Rosemary Yaloot, Michelle Martin, 
Minna Huotari, Caasi Holiga, Kaz Kadormia, Donna Birch, Chris 
Loessl, Roseanna Banks, Florence Long, Patrick Bradshaw, Lenny 
Long, Trevor Bedford and Maria Lovison. 
 
Discussion: 

 Maria (Ningkuwum-Ngamayuwu) 
- Welcomed everyone and thanked them all for attending. 
- Gave background to the gathering – began in June 2014; held 

every month; it’s purpose is for the community to come 
together to talk about Ningkuwum-Ngamayuwu and whether 
the centre is meeting the needs of the community, for the 
community to make suggestions on programs/events and to 
discuss community issues and develop community-led 
solutions. 

- Gave background to the CFC cultural Advisory Group – the 
group meet day before the community gathering; it’s 
purpose is to provide advice and guidance to staff at 
Ningkuwum-Ngamayuwu on cultural and community 
matters. 

- At the CFC Cultural Advisory Group meeting yesterday 
members stated the community needed more information 
about the Safe House, Healing Taskforce, Social Emotional 
Wellbeing Program and School Attendance Program. 

- The Advisory Group requested Maria invite representatives 
from these organisations to attend the Community Gathering 
to provide information and to allow the community to ask 
questions. 

 Di (Ngaringga Ngurra – Safe House) 
- 63 accessed the safe house in December 2014. 
- On one of those nights, the safe house had 8 women and 13 

children under 7, and had to send 2 families to crisis care 
who paid for accommodation at the pub. 

- The safe house is for persons escaping domestic violence or 
is in danger of homelessness because of domestic violence. 

- Referrals:  self, police and hospital, DCP, YY, JJ or any agency, 
if they have a client that is experiencing DV. 

- Data to be presented next community gathering. 

  Rosemary (Yura Yungi/Healing Taskforce) 
- Healing Taskforce held its AGM in December 2014. 
- 5 males and 5 females elected to the Board. 
- Board to meet next week to elect chairperson. 
- Funding has been received for Donna Smith to continue her 

work. 
- Donna Birch has been appointed as the Coordinator of the 

Crisis Response Unit but cannot start until the funding is 
released. 

- Healing Taskforce still sourcing land for its healing house. 
- Kate Kimber going on mat leave 12 February. 
- New team leader commences 9 February. 
- 2 positions for Mens Group to commence 27 January. 
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KIMBERLEY COMMUNITY LEGAL SERVICE (KCLS) 
The strong partnership between KCLS and Ningkuwum-
Ngamayuwu continues in 2015 with a visit on Wednesday 21

st
 

January by Melissa Bateman (KCLS lawyer) and Ruth Abdullah 
(KCLS Indigenous Women’s Project Officer) who saw 5 clients. 
 
It is good that KCLS use Ningkuwum-Ngamayuwu as it is a great 
opportunity for KCLS clients to see what a fantastic facility they 
have at their finger tips and they get to see the flyers around the 
office advertising upcoming programs and events at the centre. 
 
KCLS will be visiting Ningkuwum-Ngamayuwu on 4

th
 February 

from 1-4pm and regularly after that so keep an eye out for the 
KCLS flyers. 

 

 
Over 120 skewers were used.  We estimated around 80-100 
people participated in the event. 
 
For dessert, we had frozen yoghurt and an orange.  The frozen 
yoghurts were made by using 1kg tubs of yoghurt, pouring small 
amounts into cups or icy pole moulds and freezing them with an 
icy pole stick.  Yoghurt is good for strong bones and teeth. 

 
Thanks must go to Max and Marg at the Halls Creek pool for 
supporting the event and providing the bbq and utensils. 
 
This event is another example of service providers working 
together in promoting healthy eating with our children. 

 
 

BBQ AT THE POOL FOR THE KIDS 
On Thursday 22

nd
 January, Yura Yungi (Minna), Boab Health 

Services (Stephen and Russell), Ningkuwum-Ngamayuwu (Maria 
and Jocelyn) partnered up in organising a BBQ at the pool for the 
kids of Halls Creek.  It is important to note, the event was funded 
by Yura Yungi Aboriginal Medical Service. 
 
Yura Yungi wanted to make sure that the kids had a tasty and 
healthy BBQ so asked for some ideas from Boab Health. 
 
The guideline was that everyone must prepare their own kebabs 
and thread 3 pieces of meat/chicken with no limit on the 
vegetables.  Having just as much vegetables as meat helps keep 
people healthy and strong.  It helps make hair, skin and nails shine 
also. 
 
The parents, older children and Stephen then barbequed the 
kebabs for lunch.  It got a little tricky there when people took their 
eyes off their meat and vegie creations.  The wisest stood and 
watched their kebabs get cooked. 
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PRK RADIO  
PRK Radio and Ningkuwum-Ngamayuwu continue their strong 
partnership in 2015 with a weekly radio show every Friday from 
8-8:30am. 
 
Maria, Manager of Ningkuwum-Ngamayuwu hopes to continue 
inviting representatives from the community and service 
providers as her guests on the radio.  For instance, Friday 16

th
 

January Maria’s guest was Elise Tucker from Community Health.  
Elise updated listeners about sexual health and promoted the 
weekly sexual health program at Ningkuwum-Ngamayuwu. 
 
On Friday 23

rd
 January her guest was Minna Huotari, the Child 

Health Nurse permanently located at Ningkuwum-Ngamayuwu.  
Minna advised listeners her target group are children aged 0-5 
years.  She weighs the children and undertakes growth and 
developmental checks.  Minna also gives parents advice on their 
child’s health and makes necessary referrals to doctors and 
specialists. 

 
SEXUAL HEALTH WORKSHOP  
We were lucky to have Amanda Sibosado from the Kimberley 
Aboriginal Medical Service (KAMS) join Elise Tucker from 
Community Health in delivering the sexual health workshop on 
Tuesday 27

th
 January at Ningkuwum-Ngamayuwu. 

 
Elise reminded attendees about the Women’s Health Clinic on 
Thursday 29

th
  January near the kids immunisation area at the 

hospital. 
 
For those ladies who are interested in attending need to contact 
Elise to register and if they need a lift to contact Maria at 
Ningkuwum-Ngamayuwu.   
 
We are all encouraged to bring as many young women to the 
Women’s Clinic. 
 
The sexual health workshops are held every Monday from 10-
11am at Ningkuwum-Ngamayuwu.  However, on request from 
the ladies, next week’s topic is a little different.  It will be 
“Rhumatic Heart” disease.  

 

 
Maria interviewing Minna Huotari (Yura Yungi Child Health Nurse 
permanently located at Ningkuwum-Ngamayuwu) 

 
 

 
 
Amanda began her presentation by confirming that the STIs in the 
Kimberley are much higher than anywhere else.  The ladies then 
asked that Amanda concentrate on key messages for our young 
people. 
 
Amanda advised the key messages for our young people are: 

 Lots of sex infections; 

 Easy to catch (through sex); 

 Easy to test; 

 Easy to treat; 

 Easy to prevent (use condoms); and 

 Most times you don’t feel sick. 
 
Amanda also stressed that we remember and tell our children: 

“We are the boss of our body.” 
We are all looking forward to the next workshop by Elise and 
Amanda. 

 




