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KEEP’s unique approach is different from other 
boarding and educational options for Aboriginal 
students as it is built on the knowledge that Aborig-
inal students do better while they are away at 
school if they feel connected to home and culture.  

To achieve this, we offer a home-like setting for the 
students who live together in a house under the 
supervision and care of Aboriginal House Parents 
from the East Kimberley. The House Parents, to-
gether with dedicated school staff and after-school 
tutors, provide the extra emotional, pastoral and 
educational support the students need to succeed.  

The Kimberley Education Excellence Program (KEEP) aims to transform lives and 
communities through the power of education. The program gives young Aborigi-
nal people from the East Kimberley access to a high-quality private education, a 
supportive environment, and an extensive range of extracurricular opportunities. 
 

The Challenge 

Census data confirms that Indigenous people in 
the East Kimberley are among the most disad-
vantaged in Australia.  

The region has very high levels of long-term wel-
fare dependency relative to the wider Australian 
community, which results in significant social 
dysfunction and very poor social and educational 
outcomes for Aboriginal children and young peo-
ple: 

 Only 17 per cent of East Kimberley Aboriginal 
people complete Year 12, compared to 54 per 
cent of the non-Aboriginal population in the 
region  

 The average Aboriginal student attendance 
rate is 66% across the Kimberley and of the 
one quarter of students assessed as being at 
‘severe attendance risk’ (attending less than 
60% of the time), 96% are Aboriginal  

 The by-products of lack of education are wel-
fare dependency, poor health and living con-
ditions, homelessness and domestic violence, 
mental illness and suicide  
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A Track Record of Success 

Since KEEP began as a pilot in  2011, it has achieved 
remarkable success. The average attendance rate is 
near 100 per cent, the students’ academic out-
comes have dramatically improved, and many of 
them have achieved outstanding leadership and 
sporting success. 

One of our senior students from Halls Creek en-
tered the program at Year 7 in 2011. At that time 
his reading was assessed as Year 1 level and he was 
unable to tell the time or comprehend basic mathe-
matics. He is now successfully studying towards an 
apprenticeship at Trades Norwest in Sydney and is 
a great inspiration to his cohorts and a champion 
role model for his community back home in the 
East Kimberley.  

Another KEEP student competed at the 2015 NSW 
All School Athletics Championships, having quali-
fied in a number of Track & Field events. She quali-
fied to be a member of the NSW Schools Athletics 
Team and competed at the Australian Schools Ath-
letics Championships in Victoria late last year. 

 

 

Wunan’s ambition when the program began in 
Sydney was to duplicate it elsewhere through a 
more extensive scholarship program, should it 
prove successful. 

The program has clearly demonstrated success 
and in 2016 Wunan expanded it into Melbourne.  

This means that more young Aboriginal people 
from the East Kimberley have an opportunity to 
receive a high-quality education, enjoy access to a 
range of extracurricular activities, live in a stable 
environment and get a chance to see what is pos-
sible in life. 
 

Wunan welcomes enquiries from local Ab-
original families, schools interested in 
partnering with Wunan, and individuals 
and corporates keen to support this inno-
vative program.  

Please call Wunan’s KEEP Coordinator on 
08 9168 3881. 
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Aboriginal students from communities across the East Kimberley currently attend 
high-performing private schools in Sydney and Melbourne as part of the Kimber-
ley Education Excellence Program. 


